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Abstract

What makes a good community? In rapidly urbanising societies, increasing mobility
and changing social relationships can make it difficult to build and sustain
meaningful community connections. My research explores community governance in
urban China through the implementation of a policy known as the "linkage policy",
which aims to connect social workers, social organisations, volunteers, and
charitable resources to improve community well-being. While the policy seeks to
encourage community participation, tensions often arise between administrative
control and grassroots initiatives. Drawing on fieldwork in China, | will share stories
and examples of the positive qualities that help communities thrive, including care,
trust, mutual support, and a sense of belonging. Participants will also be invited to
reflect on their own experiences and draw the ideal community they have, or hope to
have, in the future.
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